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1918 and Still Running 

Editor’s Comment 

I believe I wouldn’t be alone 

in thinking that we pay too 

much for cars in Australia 

compared to overseas coun-

tries where the population 

and numbers of car sales may 

produce a more invigorated 

market. 

But what was it like back in 

the pre-war era? 

I checked out a couple of 

quoted prices for cars around 

the late twenties to see if we 

were any better off in those 

halcyon days. 

The Australian pound 

was trading at 

US$4.866 in 1928. Now 

how good would that 

be today if we were 

getting US$2.40 for our 

AUS$1.00 instead of 

the US$0.80 that is 

more likely. 

The Buick Car Club 

website sets out Australian 

prices for the 1929 Buicks of 

the day and they range from 

£430 for the 29-25 Tourer to 

£845 for the 29-50 7 passen-

ger Limousine. 

If this price was the same as 

the country of manufacture 

that would equate to 

US$2092 to US$4,111. This is 

actually about twice what the 

cost in the US was! 

The Improved Model T Ford, 

when it went into local pro-

duction here in Australia, was 

sold for £179 (US$870) based 

on the currency conversion 

of the day which again is 

somewhat more than twice 

the US price of the day.  

So why do we get to pay 

double the price for our cars? 

The answer may be as simple 

as – because we can. 

 A recent current affairs type 

news show asked Ikea why 

we paid double the US price 

for an item that was made in 

Indonesia. Initially he blamed 

freight costs and our smaller 

market and when it was sug-

gested that the article sailed 

past our shores to get to the 

USA and that our market size 

had little if anything to do 

with the production numbers 

as they sold worldwide from 

the factory of production, his 

fall back was that Ikea charge 

what the market will bear, 

just like everyone else! 

I note with the cessation of 

car production in Australia 

and the consequent lack of 

reason to protect a local 

industry the price of import-

ed cars is yet to fall to world 

market levels, another case of 

because we can perhaps, or 

more likely, because they can. 

We were lucky enough to 

meet Steve and Sue Booth 

from England who dropped 

into Aus a couple of months 

back and managed to attend 

the AGM of the Buick Car 

Club Queensland Inc.  They 

were off after the meeting for 

a few days in Japan to catch 

the Grand Prix – nice Life 

guys! 

Enjoy your double price 

goods this festive season and 

enjoy this edition of Australi-

an Pre War BUICKS. 

with a video of a 1918 Buick 

complete with its external 

tappets and plenty of oil. 

This video comes from Rob-

ert Anderson of Troy, Ohio 

and shows his unrestored 

1918 Buick Model E-49 at the 

Dayton Concours d’Elegance. 

Robert drove the Buick to 

We finish this 

edition of Aus-

tralian Pre 

War BUICKS 

with a bit on 

the oiling of 

the 1918 Buick 

so to give this 

edition a 

matching ends feel we start 

the show over a distance of 

20 miles and further advised 

that he drove the Buick on a 

regular basis. 

Can’t keep a good man, or 

Buick, down! 

Ctrl + Click HERE to view 

this amazing car. 

A U S T R A L I A N  P R E  W A R  B U I C K S  

Our Intrepid Editor 

 

Steve and Sue Booth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrP1Eb6JNj4


Toys for Christmas ? 
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The Arcade Manufacturing Com-

pany of Freeport, Illinois was 

founded in 1885 on the bones of 

what was the Novelty Iron 

Works. 

Renowned for its work with cof-

fee grinders, our interest lies with 

the range of miniature automo-

biles that the company produced 

from 1921 to 1945 when it was 

subsumed by the Rockwell Manu-

facturing Company.  

Most famous for their Yellow Cab 

and Fordson tractor models, the 

Arcade Toy collection also includ-

ed Buicks. 

Their motto was “They look Real” 

and with real rubber tyres and 

high quality workmanship they 

certainly lived up to their creed. 

I found a couple of the Arcade 

Buicks on the web but of more 

interest perhaps was the one sold 

at auction a couple of years ago. 

The guide price was US$800-1500 

although I am not aware of its final 

price. That Buick is reproduced 

here and is the rather well worn 

sedan. 

I can only imagine what a mint, in 

the box, version would fetch! 

The Famous Arcade Yellow Cab  

How much for this one! 



P A G E  4  

“This all 

happened just a 

few days before 

I was abut to 

leave . .” 

Homecoming Tour(er) 1930 
In 2014 Col Hinxman pre-

pared a 1930 Model 45 Tour-

er for a return to the home 

of its original owner. No 

mean feat when you consider 

that after 84 years the Buick 

had changed hands seven 

times and was now located 

about as far away from its 

original home as it is possible 

to get in Australia. 

Col’s story outlines a bit of 

the history and the necessary 

rebuild to undertake this 

more than 11,000 kilometre 

tour over a five and half week 

period in August-September 

of 2014 to the Australian 

Buick Nationals. 

Col describes this as the long 

road test and that is certainly 

what it was, an extended test 

of this remarkable Buick and 

its return to home at Tootra 

Station, Bindi Bindi, Western 

Australia. 

Originally established by the 

Clune Brothers in 1868 and 

called “Coordo”, the proper-

ty was purchased by the Mid-

land Railway Company and 

then subsequently in 1910 by 

the New Zealand and Aus-

tralian Land Company who 

employed Rupert Bottril as 

the first manager for “Tootra 

Station”, as it was then called. 

By 1928, Bottril was also 

Superintendent for the Com-

pany in Australia and is most 

likely the original owner of 

the 1930 Tourer in the at-

tached story. 

Interestingly, in 1916 Tootra’s 

vehicle received the number 

plate M56 issued by the New 

Moora Roads Board and this 
may also have been the origi-

nal number used on the ’30. 

Speculation of course but 

possible! 

Following the Second World 

War the station was acquired 

by the government and bro-

ken into a number of smaller 

farms and provided to return-

ing servicemen to operate as 

farms. 

I’ll let Col take up the full 

story here. 

THE LONG ROAD TEST                                                                                                   

My 1930 Buick/Mod 45 

Tourer. 

 

The 30 was first bought new 

by the manager of “Tootra 

Station” Bindi Bindi, 200 kms 

north of Perth in the wheat 

belt and spent its whole life in 

that area. It was then bought 

by Max Cust now 83, a local 

historian and farmer in the 

local area and restored. This 

took 13 years 

in the mid 70's 

to late 80's 

and he kept it 

until 2007 

after which it 

was sold to 

Brian Arton 

(BCC of 

NSW).  

 

I am the 7th 

owner. 

  
The Buick 

Nationals 

were in Perth 

in 2014 and it 

was the ideal 

opportunity to 

take it back to 

show Max and to go to Bindi 

Bindi. 

 

This little town is now only a 

wheat storage siding with a 

nice new Rural Fire brigade 

shed plus one family, the 

store and three houses, all 

abandoned. It would be 84 

years on since it first arrived 
there and I would be able to 

get a few photos. 

 

I had been thinking about 

getting back into vintage 

when it was just by chance 

that I was in Carsales.com 

when I spotted the 30 Tourer 

of Brian Arton of Port Mac-

quarie for sale.  

 

I wondered why it was there 

because I knew both Brian 

and the car, at this stage I 

didn't know Brian had passed 

away. I watched the car for 

several days before it made a 

sudden price drop of $12,000 

on the Friday lunch time 

when I checked. This trig-

gered a conversation with the 

wife which presented no 

problems.  

 

I decided to leave it till the 

next morning to ring up and 

see if it was still available - it 

was, and after explaining to 

John (the family friend who 

was selling the 30) that I 

knew Brian and the 30 I said 

he can consider it sold and I 

would send down a deposit, 

which I did. 

 

This all happened just a few 

days before I was about to 

leave for the Buick Nationals 

in Tasmania in May 2012 with 

Martin Jansen in the 56 Buick.  
 

Martin was very interested in 

a 29 Master in Sydney so we 

decided to make a quick stop 

at Port Macquarie and also at 

Shannons in Sydney to check 

out both cars on our way 

down. While we were in 

Tasmania Martin bought the 

29 and John set up a permit 

to drive the 30 home on the 

way back from Tasmania. 

A U S T R A L I A N  P R E  W A R  B U I C K S  
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After leaving the Tasmanian ferry 

we fast tracked for Sydney where 

Martin had business to sort out. 

We then fast tracked for Port 

Macquarie. Early next morning we 

loaded up the back seat with parts 

trays and small parts and a shop-

ping bag full of parts books, manu-

als, restoration receipts and the 

complete history of the car from 
new. 

   

We left Port Macquarie at 9.15am 

and arrived home at 7.00pm stop-

ping a couple of times for fuel and 

general checks. I guess I should 

have checked the permit and the 

days more thoroughly as when I 

got home I found it was for the 

following day, all’s well that ends 

well. 

 

A few days later, at a Q.V.V.A. 

meeting night, Nev Schumann 

offered to go down and pick-up 

the leftover parts in the Triton 

ute. A few days later and a very 

early start, 5 am in the morning, 

we headed off and arrived about 

lunch and were lucky enough to 

have access to a forklift for the 

complete diff, springs and wheels, 

complete front end and wheels, 

gearbox, clutch, engine and associ-

ated parts - a good load all up. 

We arrived back home safely 

about 8.30- 9 pm- a long day. 

Thanks Nev! 

 

Now that it was all at home, it 

was a matter of unloading all the 

small parts and shelving them and 

dismantling all the large parts and 

fitting them into a 2x2 metre area 

under the house. 

 

The next 2 years it was a running 

restoration. The first thing I did 

was take the sump off and have a 

good look at what was inside as 
well as cleaning out the sump of 

any sludge etc, knocked out a few 

dents, cleaned it and replaced it. 

Taking note that it was running 

standard bore and cast-iron pis-

tons and all looked good. 

 

I went on the Q.V.V.A run to 

Nymboida just after getting the 

car and was very lucky to get 

home as the fuel system was on 

its last legs. With both the electric 

and the mechanical pumps work-

ing we could only get 60 k's/hr 

without coughing and spluttering. 

A new electric pump Airtex and 

rekitting the mechanical pump 

with a new kit that came with the 

car got me to Perth and back but 

on two very hot afternoons we 

had vaporising problems. It didn't 

stop us but we were back down 

to 60k. 

 

Since being home I have changed 
the fuel system taking out the old 

copper fuel line 5m long and ¼ 

OD, replacing it with 3m of fuel 

hose 3/8 ID – the Master parts 

book says 114”, used a  5/16 cop-

per line. I then moved the electric 

fuel pump from under body to 

inside the chassis, now below the 

top of the fuel tank. Finally I de-

cided on a rubber line as I expect 

less heat absorption than copper 

and so I await summer to see 

what happens. 

 

Somewhere around this time the 

Nambour swap was on and I 

thought it would be a good idea 

to go and have a look, not expect-

ing too much, however when 

talking to an old bloke on a site he 

gave me the name and phone 

number of another bloke that he 

knew who has 30 stuff on the 

Sunshine Coast. It turned out to 

be a good tip as I got an original 

front bumper, rear bumperettes 

and three hubcaps in good restor-

able condition. 

 

Next, taking all the wheels and 

hubs off I found a big problem in 

the rear end - both sides, brakes 

full of grease and oil. All no doubt 

due to a late 40's conversion to a 

farm ute and clearly having to do a 

lot of heavy work. 

 

The torque tube and rear end, 

including the springs, were re-

moved and to-
tally dismantled. 

I found bent 

springs, bent diff 

housing and very 

average crown & 

pinion. Luckily 

the spare diff 

housing was 

straight, as were 

the springs, the 

original diff was 

taken to the diff 

lappers and was 

told it looked 

pretty ordinary 

but he would give it a go. A few 

days later I received a phone call 

and was given the good news that 

it came up okay. Evidently the old 

crown & pinions are so hard they 

usually lap ok. 

 

The rear foot brake shoes, the 

hand brake shoes and the lightly 

corroded backing plates were 
taken to John Knight for relining, 

sand blasting and plating. 

 

Over the next weeks the rear 

axle and brakes were totally re-

built with new axle bearings (came 

in spare parts), new modern neo-

prene seals ready to replace in the 

car. 

 

I had to make a decision at this 

point about whether I remove the 

gearbox and clutch which at the 

time were all working very well. I 

removed the gearbox top, drained 

the oil and had a good look. It all 

looked very good and as there 

was no noise on the road I decid-

ed to leave well enough alone and 

I refilled the box with oil. As it 

turned out I used no oil on the 

Perth trip both there and back 

and both are still working fine. 

 

I think after doing the rear end I 

took on the complete brake sys-

tem replacing several of the brake 

rod yokes and pins with spares 

that I still had from 25 years ago 

when I did the brakes on the 23 

Buick.  

 

The brake system needed a total 

rebuild and adjustment by the 

book, front wheel bearings 

checked and repacked, kingpins 

appeared to be in perfect condi-

tion, front linings riveted and 

good. 

“A few days 

later . . “ 
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“ I took a while 

to fine tune and 

sort the carby . .” 

Meanwhile I had been tinker-

ing with the electrical system. 

It came 12v and I converted it 

back to 6v, I replaced the 

battery with an Optima 6v. I 

thought that this would be 

the best option as the battery 

is in between the chassis and 

gearbox and the space was of 

limited size and built into the 
chassis. 

 

I found the insides of the 

headlights had odd bits in 

them, but found a good com-

plete pair on eBay at a good 

price when the $ was high so 

I had a win there. I did spend 

a while sorting those out. 

 

I went on to remove the 

alternator and modern horns, 

a bank of relays, circuit break-

ers and all the wiring under 

the bonnet and progressed to 

removing all the wiring under 

the dash, leaving only the 

wiring to the tail lights and 

stop light switch on side of 

gearbox. Next step was to 

remove the complete dash 

from the car, remove the 

instruments and fill and weld 

up 19 odd shaped holes in the 

dash. I then repainted the 

dash and assembled the gaug-

es in the correct order; the 

Australian body is different to 

the Fisher USA body.  

 

Then I refitted the dash and 

spent a day getting the King-

Seeley fuel gauge working. I 

have now found out since 

being home that the temp 

gauge is also showing 25 de-

grees low, thanks to Bryson's 

laser temperature gun. 

 

The wiring was quite new and 

of the cotton vintage style 

and heavy enough for 6v use 

so I eventually rewired the 

car with the same wire with 
some to spare that I had. 

 

The next step was removing 

the generator and dismantle. 

Finding the armature winding 

was broken I decided to take 

it to Kev Baker who fully 

reconditioned it, but still 

needing the bi-metal thermo-

stat which I was able to get 

from Adrian Dearling. The 

resistance was broken so 

after some trial and error I 

used some resistance wire 

from a broken 240v heater 

blower - worked perfectly, 

about 1.5ohms drops the 

charge rate when the genera-

tor gets hot. The distributor 

and drive were all good, just 

fitted new points that came 

with the car. I overhauled the 

starter and found it to be in 

good condition. 

 

I think it was just before 

Christmas 2012 that I rang 

Max in W.A. to find out the 

car colour and he told me he 

still had a few spares in the 

shed, one being the original 

updraft carby. I couldn't be-

lieve that Max said I could 

have it, so a week later and 

$50 COD it was in my hand, 

diecast and very hard to find 

in restorable condition. 

 

With a full carby kit in the 

spares it was all go to get this 

carby up and running. I also 

replaced the tube in the hot-

box. So I removed the 

downdraft carby and mani-
folds. The receipts I had told 

me the head had been com-

pletely reco'd so this was a 

good time to have a good 

look and take a few valve 

photos. All looked to be as 

new, so I fitted the spare 

exhaust manifold which was 

in much better condition than 

the one fitted, with copper 

gaskets, made accelerator 

linkages and also replaced the 

engine exhaust pipe and new 

straight through muffler. 

 

I took a while to fine tune 

and sort the carby but we got 

overall 16.9 mpg on the Perth 

run of 11,230 kms. 

 

I had noticed earlier that both 

front springs were looking 

quite flat and the rear shack-

les were sitting on the stops, 

so I removed both front 

springs and found that they 

were a different length. With 

the info out of the parts book 

I took them over to Mayne 

Spring Works and they fitted 

2 new main leaves and second 

leaves and reset them to the 

correct height. The car rose 

in the front about 2” which 

brought the car 

level back and 

front. 

 

While I was on 

the suspension I 
took out the 

valve plugs of the 

shock absorbers, 

draining the old 

oil, to see if the 

valves were still 

there and, to my 

surprise, they 

were all there - 

both front and 

back. I refilled the 

shocks with #2 

shock oil. 

 

A U S T R A L I A N  P R E  W A R  B U I C K S  
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By this time, about all of the me-

chanicals had been looked at and 

restored where necessary so it 

was on to the body.  

 

I had been thinking about taking 

the spare wheel off the rear and 

fitting a carrier and trunk for the 

Perth run which meant putting the 

spare in the front guard. After 
borrowing a welled guard off 

Adrian I started on the LH guard. 

Lots of measuring before cutting 

any holes and eventually cutting 

the guard and making a wheel well 

then welding it all together again. , 

Now I had to get the hold down 

gear! Some pieces were cast by 

Glen Smith from original parts 

from Hedley & Adrian Dearling, 

some I made. 

 

The spare wheel carrier was re-

moved from the rear, as were the 

bumperettes, and it took some 

time to find the right steel for the 

full size rear bumper which I re-

produced from a borrowed origi-

nal. 

 

An original carrier was borrowed 

from Hedley and the trunk carrier 

mountings were cast from the 

originals and the rest I made to 

the same spec's. 

 

The body had several problems, 

not mounted properly and bolted 

to the chassis where it should not 

have been, it has 5 mounts on 

each side of the chassis, the run-

ning boards were different sizes 

and spaced up from the chassis 

brackets with dozens of washers. 

It should have been mounted 

directly to the brackets. 

 

Both rear guards could not be 

removed, they were held on with 

loose nuts on the inside of the 
body so the rear trim had to be 

unstapled to get a spanner on the 

nuts. To achieve this, a piece of 

5/8x5/16 steel was made to fit the 

inside and drilled and tapped for 

the guard bolts. The RH guard 

needed some cutting and welding 

to straighten.  

 

By the time I had finished getting 

to all the problems all four guards, 

running boards, valances, bonnet, 

and 4 doors were off the car, 

looking rather sad and a mountain 

of spare parts laying around the 

floor with a great pile of nuts and 

bolts. No two appeared to be the 

same and many were weird sizes 

also. As no spanner would fit, I 

used two shifters. A pile of new 

nuts and bolts were bought at the 
local bolt place in Enoggera at 

very good prices. 

 

About this time I removed the 

windscreen and extended the side 

arms about 1/2” as they were too 

short and painted - they should be 

chrome. A new glass screen was 

also cut and fitted. 

 

Having a good flat and level floor 

in the garage is a great help when 

measuring things, I started tempo-

rarily reassembling the body by 

straightening running board brack-

ets and fitting new ¾ plywood 

running boards, both boards were 

cut the same size and given a cou-

ple of good coats of oil based 

paint. 

 

Both valances needed pieces 

welded into them along the top to 

bring them back to spec from 

photos of the originals. The rear 

guards were refitted, new body 

mounts were cut from rubber & 

canvas belting and fitted between 

the chassis mounts and the valanc-

es and the valances and the body. 

The body was now sitting higher 

and off the chassis and so it need-

ed realigning to get it even. 

 

The bonnet was a bit rough It had 

canvas tape stuck to the front 

edge needed repairing and refit-

ting after moving the body. 

 

I hadn't intended to make the car 
6 wheel equipped but with the 

intended Perth trip I was easily 

persuaded so the RH guard was 

cut to accommodate a spare 

wheel; two spares were better 

than one, although as it turned 

out we only got one flat tyre dur-

ing the entire Perth trip and it was 

in the rain on the way home near 

Balladonia. 

 

The bonnet was stripped down to 

4 pieces and taken to the sand 

blasters with two doors, six wheel 

rims and other assorted parts, 

that was the easy part. 

 

Painting was the next BIG learning 

curve with 2 pack. I had only ever 

painted with acrylic and that was a 

long time ago. I started by buying 
a new bigger compressor, water 

trap, hose, gravity paint gun and 

mask. It turned out to be very 

involved and weeks turned to 

months but with the sands of time 

it all eventually came to fruition. 

It’s not perfect but I am going to 

call it “patina”. 

 

At the Toowoomba swap I picked 

up four new Goodyear Silvertown 

550-19 tyres plus two tubes and 

rust bands. Also from PJ from 

Sydney I picked up a front mud 

splash pan that was missing and 

the running board trim. 

 

It all had to be back together be-

fore the middle of July 2014 as the 

Buick Club had a pre-war week-

end to the Boonah area sched-

uled. The 30t was ready in time 

for a freezing weekend but the car 

ran flawlessly. 

 

The last piece to get made was 

the trunk by a friend of a friend 

that didn't work too good so I 

ended up rebuilding the lid and 

gluing wood strips to the inside 

corners of the box to stop it 

twisting. I painted it with a heavy 

coat of 2 pack and it went to 

Perth and back and proved to be 

water proof in heavy rain. 

“The bonnet 

was a bit 

rough . .” 
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“Three of us 

started off . . “ 

The route was Brisbane, Mo-

ree, Parkes, Hay, Mildura, 

Tanunda, Pt Augusta, Ceduna, 

Eucula, Caiguna, Norseman, 

Kalgoorlie, Merredin, Ardath, 

York, Perth, the 10 day after 

tour was Perth, Cervanties, 

Geraldton and Kalbarri our 

furthest point. We consid-

ered coming home around 
the top but due to Stewarts 

time constraints and being 

2,000 Ks further we decided 

to continue the tour return-

ing to Geraldton, Dalwallinu, 

Bindi Bindi, New Norsia, 

Southern Cross, Balladonia, 

Eucla, Ceduna, Pt Augusta, 

Broken Hill, Nyngan, Moree 

and then Home. 

 

 All in all, a very uneventful 

trip considering the distance 

we travelled. Our longest 

days were 600 km averaging 

about 350-450 km and our 

daily average with stops for 

lunch and smoko was 60 kph, 

travelling at a fairly constant 

75ph, this made time and 

distance easy to calculate for 

overnight stops. 

 

Three of us started off 0700 

hrs on the 22nd August and 

two of us arrived back home 

1400 hrs on the 28th Septem-
ber - Rod got sick in Perth 

and flew back to Brisbane 

after 4 days in hospital. 

 

We had a Garmin GPS that 

was all set to zero and this 

gave us our daily fuel tank 

mileages, total trip distance 

and places we had to find. 

Stewart kept the daily diary 

on costs and what we did, a 

quick summery is:  Total dis-

tance 11,230 km,  Fuel Used 

1896 l, Fuel cost $3094 – Av/

Lt $1.63, Accommodation 

(mostly motels) cost $5088. 

A U S T R A L I A N  P R E  W A R  B U I C K S  

The day of the long road test 

was fast approaching and last 

minute items were being 

done such as installing under 

the back seat; a full of tools, 

textalite timing gear, a full set 

of front wheel bearings, igni-

tion system spares, clutch 

spring(multi-plate), water 

pump packing, rear axle, bulbs 
6V, generator cut-out, three 

fuel filters, two spare tubes, 

battery charger, bottle jack, 

two blocks of wood, and on 

the back floor 10 lts water 

and 10 lts Penrite Shelsey 

Medium oil. I changed the oil 

in Geraldton at a friend’s 

place and then again when I 

got home. 

 

We started off with one small 

problem, the LH rear oil seal 

was leaking a little down the 

inside of the backing plate, 

new bearing sleeve and bear-

ing and new modern seal had 

been installed so I decided to 

take the risk and see what 

happened. By the time we got 

to Mildura the seal had totally 

taken up and has not leaked 

since! We used no diff oil, 

both rear axles were checked 

for tightness along the way 

and all ok. 

 

I repacked the water pump 

once and tweaked the packing 

nut a few times. We used 

about 5 litres of water over 

the course of the trip. We 

also used two fuel filters - 

picked up some dirty fuel 

somewhere, had a flat tyre on 

the way home just east of 

Balladonia in the 

pouring rain, 

fixed that one 

when we got 
home. 

 

Just north of 

Moree on the 

way home the 

speedo got noisy 

so I just discon-

nected it and 

fixed that with a 

few drops of oil 

when we got 

home. 
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“.. and two of 

us arrived 

back home . .” 
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AA 

Pre War Garages—Motor House 
Some garages are good some 

are great and some are mag-

nificent! 

Of course the best garages 

are those filled with Buicks 

we may own, however the 

world of garages spreads 

wider than our own personal 

interests. 

We have put together some 

remarkable, if not magnifi-

cent, garages from around 

Australia. Some still in their 

original format but many now 

“updated”, sadly to meet the 

rigours of the modern world. 

We start this potential series 

with Motor House. Con-

structed in the thirties, we 

believe, and based upon a 

note in the West Australian 

newspaper in 1936; “the old 

is giving way to the new, and 

familiar city landmarks are 

rapidly disappearing, referring 

to Motor House. "The trian-

gular site bounded by Milligan 

and Wellington streets is now 

occupied by a three-storey 

motor garage and service 

station”. 

So even in 1936 people were 

lamenting the advance of 

progress. 

The apparently odd inscrip-

tion above the Service Station  

signage refers to the owners, 

Courthope and Olifent. 

At three levels high, this was 

certainly a magnificent struc-

ture and it remains in place 

today albeit with a moderni-

sation that takes away most, if 

not all, of its character. 

You be the judge! 

A U S T R A L I A N  P R E  W A R  B U I C K S  
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Founder of Motor House in 

Sydney, Boyd Roberson Huey 

Edkins was born on a station near 

Muttaburra in Queensland on 12th 

December 1882. 

For our purposes Boyd was one 

of a number of Buick agents ap-

pointed to the Sydney area follow-

ing the inauguration of General 

Motors Australia Pty Ltd in 1926.  

The following extract from the 

Sydney Morning Herald dated 

Friday 24 January 1930 includes a 

brief summary of his life and his 

passing was also noted in the 

March 1930 edition of The Gen-

eral Motors Dealer magazine. 

“Mr. Boyd Edkins was born at 
Mount Cornish Station in North 
Queensland, and was educated 
at the King's School, Parramatta. 
He commenced his business 
career with Kingloc Ltd., 
Camperdown, who dealt in farm 
implements. About 22 years ago 
he joined the firm of Mr. George 
Innes, a pioneer motorist, at 156 
Castlereagh Street.  

This firm held the agency for the 
Vauxhall, Humber, and Darracq 
cars. Shortly before the outbreak 
of war Mr. Edkins established 
the Motor House in Milford 
Street off George Street West, 
and was agent for the Vauxhall, 
Humber, and Mercer cars.  

After the war he transferred his 
business to Wentworth Avenue 
and formed the firm of Boyd 
Edkins Ltd. 

At that time the company held 
the agency for Vauxhall, Cross-
ley, and Humber cars. At a later 
date the company controlled the 
distribution of Oldsmobile cars 
for New South Wales, until the 
advent of General Motors Aus-
tralia Pty. Ltd. in 1926.  

The capital of the company was 
then increased, and McIntosh 
and Sons Ltd. agents for the 
Buick cars, was absorbed.  

The offices of the company were 
transferred to the present site, 
Phillip House, Phillip Street, with 
the service station at Olibia 
Lane, Surry Hills. The company 
acted as distributor in the Coun-
ty of Cumberland for General 
Motors Australia Pty. Ltd. until 
October last, when the agency 
for Oldsmobile and Vauxhall 
cars was replaced by the Mar-
quette car, the new Buick prod-
uct. 

Mr. Edkins was a member of the 
Royal Automobile Club of Aus-
tralia, and for many years was a 
competitor in all events promot-
ed by the club. Notable among 
his achievements was the break-
ing of the Melbourne to Sydney 
record on two occasions in 1914. 
On his 40th birthday in 1923, Mr. 
Edkins arrived in Sydney, having 
established a new motoring rec-
ord from Brisbane.  

He was the winner of numerous 
competitions promoted by the 
Royal Automobile Club of Aus-
tralia. Until quite recently he 
held the records for a number of 
hill climbing contests, including 
Kurrajong, Artillery Hill 
(National Park), Toll Bar, and 
One Tree Hill, Brisbane. The 
competitions were conducted by 
the Royal Automobile Club of 
Australia, and the Victorian and 
Queensland bodies. 

For three years in succession Mr. 
Edkin was president of the Mo-
tor Traders' Association of New 
South Wales and after an inter-
val of two years was again elect-
ed to the position. He was also a 
councillor of the National Roads 
and Motorists' Association. 

Mr. Edkins' advice on traffic 
matters was sought by the po-
lice, Mr. Edkins is survived by a 
widow and two daughters, the 
Misses Roslyn and Gillian Ed-
kins, of Randwick. The funeral 
will leave Wood Coffill's Mortu-
ary Chapel, 810 George Street 
city, at 2.15 p.m. today for the 
Crematorium Rookwood. The 
family has made a request that 
no flowers should be sent.” 

As an early dealer in imported 

cars, Boyd was required to pay for 

his vehicles “up front” and thus he 

was frequently under financial 

stress because of this need to pay 

before his stock of cars were 

unloaded from ships. This practice 

often necessitated a scramble for 

funds when a cargo arrived.  

He died in Sydney on 23 January 

1930 leaving an estate valued for 

probate at £14,644.  

Of particular interest Boyd died 

from chronic nephritis, an illness 

that I suffered from as a child.  

“.. An illness 

that I suffered 

from as a 

child.” 
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“Plenty more 

next year!” 

National Event at Echuca  
In what must about be a rec-

ord, 30 pre-war entrants 

made it to Echuca for the 50th 

Anniversary event celebrating 

the inaugural meeting and 

formation of the Buick Car 

Club in Australia. 

We travelled a bit more mod-

ern to ensure that we could 

carry all our gear but also to 

enable a fast trip to and fro. 

This worked okay until we 

picked up some bad fuel at 

West Wyalong on the return 

journey which added some 

hours to our plans. 

Nevertheless, the Victorian 

Organising Committee must 

be applauded for their 

efforts and the outcome 

of these efforts to enter-

tain and keep engaged all 

100 plus entrants and 

their partners for the 

week long celebrations. 

President, Colin Rowland, 

excelled as a stand-up 

comedian with quick rep-

artee batting back the 

hecklers and fans at the 

formal and informal occa-

sions that necessarily accom-

pany these type of events. His 

memorable speech and slide 

show presentation at the gala 

dinner paid homage to the 

men and women who started 

the Buick Car Club and have 

kept it going now for fifty 

years. 

Brian Dean, one of the found-

ing members was there for 

the event and, at a recent re-

enactment of the first rally, 

actually attended in the origi-

nal Buick from that run in 

1967! For this week long 

event Brian was in his more 

modern boat-tailed Riviera. 

A remarkable feat! 

Laurene and I offer our heart-

felt thanks to the entire team 

that put this event together 

and to the participants who 

made it the great memory 

that it will become.   

We were lucky enough to get 

a bunch of photos which we 

plan to include in some sto-

ries across the next year in 

Australian Pre War BUICKS. 

As a teaser only, we present 

some general shots here to 

whet your appetite. 

Plenty more next year! 

 

A U S T R A L I A N  P R E  W A R  B U I C K S  
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famous boxer that we think every-

one will have heard about but 

perhaps not know the full and 

tragic story of their lives. 

Having unearthed a few more 

photos, we go back for a look at 

the Buick powered bus that 

opened up a lot of Australia to the 

travelling public and we check out 

a rare Buick to uncover a less well 

know coachbuilder from the early 

A whole new year ahead of us as 

we unveil the January 2018 edi-

tion. 

As promised we include an article 

about the day Miss Universe New 

Zealand took a ride in a pre-war 

Buick through the streets of Na-

pier. 

We commence a new series 

where we look at a pre-war Aus-

tralian in a Buick and start with a 

days of mo-

toring in Aus-

tralia.  

Join us next 

month at 

Australian Pre 

War BUICKS. 

What Next in the E-Magazine 



as the leakage on the left hand wheel 

disappears.” 

This technical tip from the 1918 

Buick Bulletin of Australasia may 

have application to later models, 

even our ‘36 by the sounds of the 

detail. 

“Oiling Gear-Boxes and Differentials 

Do not use grease on either of these 

parts in any model Buick car; always 

use heavy gear oil. The gear-box only 

needs about a quarter filling to be well 

lubricated as a matter of fact, when 

the teeth of the lower shaft are simply 

touching the oil, their circulation will 

cause splash enough to more than 

thoroughly lubricate the gears. Leakage 

of oil is simply an indication of too 

much being put in and oil leaking out 

of the rear wheel itself is a sign the 

differential has too much oil in it. The 

remedy for this is to only lubricate the 

right hand rear wheel and cease to 

lubricate the differential until such time 

The Last Word in Oiling the 1918 

This e-magazine is produced under the auspi-

ces of the Buick Car Club of Australia Qld 

Inc. to cater for the needs of car enthusiasts 

with an interest in Pre War Buicks. 

 

It is a medium created for the exchange of 

stories and ideas. Its aim is to support enthu-

siasts  in the preservation and use of the 

Buick Automobiles built between 1903 and 

the end of 1941. 

 

The editors welcome contributions at 

laurenejohn@bigpond.com  

 

The editors reserve the right to include sub-

mitted articles or not at their discretion. 

 

Previous editions of the eMagazine are availa-

ble here:  On Line Magazine  

The Buick Car Club of Australia Qld Inc. 

 

Web: buickcarclubaustralia.com 

When Better Automobiles Are Built 

Buick Will Build Them 

http://buickcarclubaustralia.com/aussie-pre-war-buicks/

